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May 19, 2009 
 
Debby Linn, Contract Planner 
City of Newport Beach 
3300 Newport Boulevard 
Newport Beach, CA 92658-8915 
 
 
RE:   Invitation to Consult under Senate Bill (SB) 18, (Government code 65352.3): 
General Plan Amendment for the Newport Banning Ranch Project, Newport Beach, CA. 
 
The Juaneño Band of Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation (the “Tribe”), a State-recognized 
Native American Indian Tribe, and the indigenous people of Orange County and surrounding 
areas including but not limited to the proposed project areas, submit comment on the City’s 
Planning Department request for consultation of proposed project and General Plan Amendment 
in the City of Newport Beach, California. 
 
The Tribe would like to thank you for the opportunity to engage in government to government 
consultation between the City of Newport Beach Planning Department and the Juaneño Band of 
Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation. We are pleased that the City of Newport Beach wishes to 
receive the Tribe’s comments and concerns regarding the planning and development of projects.  
We are providing this letter to address concerns related to the proposed project and express the 
cultural importance and significance of the project area located in the City of Newport Beach, 
California. 
 
The Tribe requests a private and confidential consultation with the Newport Beach Planning 
Department as part of the process for consulting with Native American Indian tribes during the 
adoption or amendment of local general plans or specific plans, in accordance with the statutory 
requirements of California Government Code section 65352.3. Tribe wishes to establish this 
practice as the standard protocol for future consultations under the statutory requirements of 
California Government Code section 65352.3.  As ancient inhabitants of Newport Beach, we are 
extremely concerned with the treatment and protection of our ancestral homeland and cultural 
heritage of the Tribe within the project area.  The current project demonstrates a possibility of 
inadvertent discovery of cultural resources due to the presence of Cultural Resources within the 
project area, therefore, the Tribe requires direct comment on the amending of the General and 
Specific Plans in favor of this project. The Tribe requests that a treatment and Native American 
monitoring plan be agreed upon between the Tribe, the City, and Developer in order to establish 
preventive measures and in the case of inadvertent discovery of Acjachemen cultural resources 
and or burial remains. Finally, the Tribe requires that the Newport Beach Planning Department 
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continue to work directly with the Governing Body of the Tribe under the leadership of 
Chairman Anthony Rivera Jr. in any and all amendments, adjustments, and improvements of the 
project plan.  The Tribe can also assist the City by taking the lead to facilitate additional input 
from other Native American interested parties.  The Tribe appreciates being added to all future 
public notices and community correspondence in order to be kept apprised of the project’s status.   
 
In conclusion, the Tribe is a State-recognized Tribe, designated as the “Governing Body” of the 
Acjachemen Nation by the U.S. Department of Interior, and a licensed and insured tribal 
corporation and therefore has authority to consult in behalf of the Tribe. Again, the Tribe wishes 
to work cooperatively with the City and Developer to accomplish the goals of the project.  Thank 
you for contacting the Tribe and we look forward to continued consultation.  Please contact 
myself via email at arivera@juaneno.com or Jim Rivera, Project Manager, by email at 
jrivera@juaneno.com.  You may also notify our Tribal Office by phone (949) 488-3484, fax 
(949) 488-3294, or via the internet at www.juaneno.com should you have any questions or 
comments. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Anthony Rivera, Jr.  
Tribal Chairman 
Juaneño Band of Mission Indians, 
Acjachemen Nation 
949.488.3484 
arivera@juaneno.com 
 
 
cc: Dave Singleton, Native American Heritage Commission 
 
 
 
 
 


	Native American Heritage-040209_1
	Gabrielino Tongva-040609
	Banning Ranch NAHC response 050509
	Juaneno SB-18 response-051909

