














































Storm Drain Signage 

Description 

SO-13 
Design Objectives 

Maximize Infillralion 

Provide Relention 

Slow Runoff 

Minimize Impervious Land 
Coverage 

o Prohibit Dumping of Improper 
Materiats 

Contain Pollutants 

Collect and Convey 

Waste-mateIials dumped into storm drain inlets can have severe impacts on receiving and 
ground waters. Posting notices regarding discharge prohibitions at storm drain inlets can 
prevent waste dumping. St0I111 drain signs and stencils are highly visible source controls that 
are typically placed directly adjacent to storm drain inlets. 

Approach 
TIle stencil or affixed sign contains a blief statement that prohibits dumping of improper 
matelials into tile urbanlUnoff conveyance system. Storm drain messages have become a 
popular metilOd of a1elting the public about the effects of and the prohibitions against waste 
disposal. 

Suitable Applications 
Stencils and signs alelt tile pnblic to tile destination of pollntants discharged to tile storm drain. 
Signs are appropliate in residential, commercial, and indnstlial aI·eas, as well as ally otller area 
where contlibutions or dlll11ping to storm drains is likely. 

Design Considerations 
Storm drain message markers or placards are recommended at all st0I111 drain inlets witllin tile 
boundalY of a development project. TIle marker should be placed in clear sight facing toward 
anyone approaching the inlet from eitller side. All storm drain inlet locations should be 
identified on tile development site map. 

Designing New Installations 
TIle following metilOds should be considered for inclusion in the 
project design and show on project plans: 

• Provide stenciling or labeling of all st0I111 drain inlets and 
catcII basins, constructed or modified, witllin tile project aI·ea 
Witll prohibitive langnage. Examples inclnde "NO DUMPING 
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50-13 Storm Drain Signage 

- DRAINS TO OCEAN" and/or other graphical icons to discourage illegal dumping. 

• Post signs with prohibitive language and/or graphical icons, which prohibit illegal dumping 
at public access points along channels and creeks within the project area. 

Note - Some local agencies have approved specific signage and/or storm drain message placards 
for use. Consult local agency stormwater staff to detenuine specific requirements for placard 
types and methods of application. 

Redeveloping Existing Installations 
Various jmisdictional stormwater management and mitigation plans (SUSMP, WQMP, etc.) 
define "redevelopment" in terms of amounts of additional impervious area, increases in gross 
floor area and/or e~1:elior construction, and land disturbing activities with structural or 
impervious smfaces. Ifthe project meets the definition of "redevelopment", then the 
requirements stated under " designing new installations" above should be included in alI project 
design plans. 

Additional Information 
Maintenance Considerations 
• Legibility of markers and signs should be maintained. If required by the agency with 

jmisdiction over the project, the owner/ operator or homeowner's association should enter 
into a maintenance agreement with the agency or record a deed restriction upon the 
property title to maintain the legibility of placards or signs. 

Placement 
• Signage on top of curbs tends to weather and fade. 

• Signage on face of curbs tends to be worn by contact with vehicle tires and sweeper brooms. 

Supplemental Information 
Examples 
• Most MS4 programs have storm drain signage programs. Some MS4 programs will provide 

stencils, or arrange for volunteers to stencil stOllU drains as part of their outreach program. 

Other Resources 
A Manual for tile Standard Urban Stollnwater Mitigation Plan (SUSMP), Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Works, May 2002. 

Model Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) for San Diego County, Port of 
San Diego, and Cities in San Diego County, February 14, 2002. 

Model Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP) for County of Orange, Orange County Flood 
Control DistIict, and the Incorporated Cities of Orange County, Draft February 2003. 

Ventura Cowltywide Teclmical Guidance Manual for Stolluwater Quality CoutI'ol Measures, 
July 2002. 
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Trash Storage Areas 

Description 
Trash storage areas are areas where a trash receptacle (s) are 
located for use as a repository for solid wastes. Stomlwater 
runoff from areas where trash is stored or disposed of can be 
polluted. In addition, loose trash and debris can be easily 
transported by water or wind into nearby storm drain inlets, 
channels, and/or creeks. Waste handling operations that may be 
sources of stormwater pollution include dumpsters, litter control, 
and waste piles. 

Approach 
TItis fact sheet contains details on the specific measures required 
to prevent or reduce pollutants in stormwater runoff associated 
with trash storage and handling. Preventative measures 
including enclosures, containment structures, and impervious 
pavements to mitigate spills, should be used to reduce the 
likeliliood of contamination. 

Suitable Applications 

SD-32 

Desig n Objectives 

Maximize Infiltration 

Provide Retention 

Slow Runoff 

Minimize Impervious Land 
Coverage 

Prohibit Dumping of Improper 
Materials 

o Contain Pollutants 

Collect and Convey 

Appropriate applications include residential, commercial and industrial areas plallJled for 
development or redevelopment. (Detaclled residential single-fanlily homes are typically 
excluded from this requirement.) 

Design Considerations 
Design requirements for waste handling areas are govemed by Building and Fire Codes, and by 
CUlTent local agency ordinances and zoning requirements. TIle design criteria described in this 
fact sheet are meant to enhance and be consistent with these code and ordinance requirements. 
Hazardous waste should be handled in accordance with legal requirements established in Title 
22, Califomia Code of Regulation. 

Wastes from commercial and industrial sites are typically hauled by either public or commercial 
cani ers tllat may have design or access requirements for waste storage areas. TIle design 
criteria in tlllS fact sheet are recolllIllendations and are not intended to be in conflict with 
requirements established by the waste hauler. The waste hauler should be contacted prior to the 
design of your site trash collection areas. Conflicts or issues should be discussed with the local 
agency. 

Designing New Installations 
Trash storage areas should be designed to consider the following structural or o'eatillent control 
BMPs: 

• Design o'ash container areas so that drainage from adjoining 
roofs and pavement is divelted around the area(s) to avoid 
run-on. TIlis ntight include berming or grading tlle waste 
handling area to prevent run-on of stormwater. 

• Mal<e sure trash container areas are screened or walled to 
prevent off-site transpOlt of trash, 
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50-32 Trash Storage Areas 

• Use lined bins or dumpsters to reduce lealcing ofliquid waste. 

• Provide roofs, awnings, or attached lids on all trash containers to minimize direct 
precipitation and prevent rainfall from entering containers. 

• Pave trash storage areas with an impervions surface to mitigate spills. 

• Do not locate storm ill·ains in immediate vicinity of the trash storage area. 

• Post signs on all dumpsters informing users that hazardous materials are not to be disposed 
of therein. 

Redeveloping Existing Installations 
Various jurisdictional stormwater management and mitigation plans (SUSMP, WQMP, etc.) 
define "redevelopment" in temlS of amounts of additional impervious area, increases in gross 
floor area and/or exterior consttuction, and land disturbing activities \vith structural or 
impervious surfaces. TIle definition of" redevelopment" must be consulted to detemune 
whetller or not the requirements for new development apply to areas intended for 
redevelopment. If tlle definition applies, the steps outlined under "designing new installations" 
above should be followed. 

Additional Information 
Maintenance Considet'ations 
The integrity of structural elements that are subject to damage (i.e., screens, covers, and signs) 
must be maintained by the owner/operator. Maintenance agreements between the local agency 
and tlle owner/operator may be required. Some agencies will require maintenance deed 
resttictions to be recorded of the property title. If reqnired by the local agency, maintenance 
agreements or deed resmctions must be executed by the owner/operator before improvement 
plans are approved. 

Other Resources 
A Manual for tlle Standard Urban Stormwater Mitigation Plan (SUSMP), Los Angeles County 
Departtnent of Public Works, May 2002. 

Model Standard Urban StOl1n Water Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) for San Diego County, Port of 
San Diego, and Cities in San Diego County, February 14, 2002. 

Model Water Quality Management Plan (VvQMP) for County of Orange, Orange County F100d 
Contt·ol Dismct, and the Incorporated Cities of Orange County, Draft February 2003. 

Ventura Countywide Technical Guidance Manual for Stormwater Quality Control Measures, 
July 2002. 
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